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and its historical affiliations. Thoroughly dissatisfied with the common- 
sense philosophy of Reid, and convinced that a purely sceptical attitude 
was impossible, Ferrier struck out aline of his own which has much in common 
with the Absolute Idealism of Hegel. Knowledge always involves the cogni- 
tion of subject or self along with that of object. The subjective and objec- 
tive sides, though distinguishable, are not separable. We do not apprehend 
' things ' ; what is apprehended is ' me-apprehending-things.' The thing- 
in-itself is contradictory and unthinkable ; it is not 'unknowable,' for we 
can be ignorant only of that which it is possible to know. What truly ex- 
ists is not matter per se or mind per se, but the synthesis of subject and 
object, the concretion of ego and non-ego. Ferrier thus occupies a unique 
place among Scottish philosophers, and this fact is well brought out in the 
present volume. Too much stress, however, seems to be laid upon the in- 
fluence of Hegel on the author of the Institutes of Metaphysics. Ferrier 
always maintained that he started from the philosophy of his country and 
developed his system independently. The language and method of his 
metaphysical treatise substantiates this assertion. He always wrote with 
Reid and Hamilton in view, and he seems to have derived his inspiration 

mainly from the Greeks. 

David Irons. 

The World and the Individual. By Josiah Royce. New York, The 

Macmillan Company ; London, Macmillan & Co., 1900. — pp. xvi, 

588. 

This volume contains in extended form the first series of Gifford Lec- 
tures, which were delivered by Professor Royce before the University of 
Aberdeen last year. As the author tells us, he has here undertaken a 
philosophical inquiry into first principles. The second series, which is 
being delivered during the present winter, will contain the more detailed 
application of these first principles to problems that directly concern 
religion. 

The book falls into ten chapters dealing with "the four historical con- 
ceptions of Being, ' ' and a long appendix or supplementary essay entitled, 
"The One, the Many, and the Infinite," which is largely concerned with 
objections raised by Mr. Bradley's Appearance and Reality. 'The four 
conceptions of Being' which the author discusses are those of Realism, 
Mysticism, Critical Rationalism (the theory which identifies Being with the 
universal validity of the idea), and that of the view here defended, which 
we may perhaps call the * idealism of individuality.' The view presented in 
this latter conception, the author tells us, is essentially the same as that 
set forth in his earlier writings. But " the present work abandons the use 
of the term ' Thought ' as a description of the final unity of the absolute, 
and emphasizes more the elements of will and experience." In the 
author's words : " the present is a deliberate effort to bring into synthesis, 
more completely than I have ever done before, the relations of Knowledge 
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and Will in our conception of God. The center of the present discussion 
is, for this very reason, the true meaning and place of the concept of Indi- 
viduality ' ' (pp. ix, x). 

Review will follow. J. E. C. 
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